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The Division’s 1st Brigade stationed
atr the Division's “outpost” at Phuoc Vinh,
marked almost two years in Vietnam with
sucoess after sucoess. :

On September 21, 1965, the lst Brigade
sailed from San Francisco on board the USNS
Mann and on October 10, 1965 troo of the
in the Republic of Vietnam.

These units were: Headquarters Company,
Lst Brigade; 1st Batalion, 16th Infantry; and
15t Battalion, 26th Infantry. Also with the lst
Brigade elements were the 1215t Signmal Bat-
talion: Headquarters Company, lst Infantry
Division; B Troop, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry;
D Company, 70lst Maintenance Bartalion ;

v, st Medical Battalion; and an
element of the 1st Supply and Transportation
Batalion. Six days later, the 1st Battalion, 26th
Infantry arrived in Vietnam. .

The 26th Infantry Biue Spaders began their
first major combal mission only nine days
after arriving, Their mission was road security
berween Saigon and Phuoc Vinh,

During the remaining months of 1965, the
1st Brigade units constructed and reinforced
their base camp, conducted saturation patrols,

highways, and went out on search and

the 1st Brigade
as it closed
500 Dong Nai

1ST BRIGADE
ACE OF SPADE

Squadron, 4th Cavaly; and B Company, st
Ratralion, 25th Infantry. The attack began in
the early morning hours of February 24 and
raged until 0645 hours as the men of the 1st
Brigade cut down encmy forces atacking from
three directions in groups of 30 and 40. These
attacks were repulsed by intense small arms,
mortar and artillery fire (often, the artillery
tubes and blasted directly into
the enemy ranks.) The enemy left 142 dead
comrades and 15 wounded on the battlefield.

Mext came Operation BIRMINGHAM during
which lst Brigade units joined other Ist
Infantry Division elements as they cut deep
into War Zone C.

During this operation the 1st Brigade’s st
Bartalion, 2d Infantry recorded a major en-

counter,

On April 30 the 1st of the 2d was advancing
north along the Rach Cai Bac river. As they
marched, they destroyed numerous enemy
supply caches. At noon on the 30th, following
a morning of slowly building resistance, the
Battalion made contact with an enemy battalion
léi‘::gmambmh northeast of the village of Lo

The VC were in an “L" shaped ambush and
s fired across the Ben Go river the lst of
the 2d cut them down. The battle resulted in
54 v killed.

On June 9, the lst Brigade was committed
10 Er Paso II to exploit a recent
succsssfal battle of the 3d Brigade.

Shortly before noon on July 9, on the road
between Minh Thanh and An Loc, B Company,
1st Battalion, 2d Infantry along with B and
C Troops of the 4th Cavalry locked with the
Viet Cong 272d Regiment in a bloody battle
that cost the enemy 239 soldiers.

The 1st Brigade again saw a major acnon
during Operation AMARLLO, a resupply secu-
rity operation.

On Auvgust 25, an element of C Company,
1st Battalion of the 2d infantry came onto the
main base camp of the infamous Phu Loi
Barmalion. A fierce battle ensued.

Units of the st Batalion, 26th Infantry;
1st Squadsen, 4th Cavalry; 2d Battalion, 28th
Infantry; 1t batalion, 2d infantry; and the 1st
Battalion, 16th Infantry rushed into the battle
that raged into the following day. The enemy
lost 171 men. It was the 26th Infantry that
was credited with “breaking the enemics back™
in the battle of August 25-26. It became
known as the BATTLE OF BoNG TrANG

On October 28, 1966, during Operation
SHmmiaNDoAl 15t Brigade units along with
supporting elements closed in on a suspected
enemy concentration southeast of Minh Thanh.
Large volumes of air and artillery firepower
were rained on the enemy as he desperately
sought to escape the trap. The Viet Cong
hounced from one US unit to another. On
October 29, the 26th Infantry scarched the
battlefield and uncovered a large base camp
in which were 74 enemy dead.

In Movember, the Ist Brigade was com-
mitted to Operation ATTLEBORO. The brigade
had earlier released its 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry, which on November 8 made contact
with and killed 484 Viet Cong. Joining the
operation on MNovember 10 the lst Brigade
conducted extensive scarch and destroy mis-
sions and was responsible for the capture of
1,320 tons of rice.

The 1st Brigade intiated the new ycar by
participating in Operations CEDAR FALLS,

N, and Jumcrionw Crry. The most



spectacular success in Juncrion CrTy occured
when the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry and the
1st Battalion, 16th Infantry smashed an all out
assault by the Viet Cong 9th Division®s 271st
Regiment. 1t was called the BATTLE OF Ap Gu
and took place between March 31 and April 1,
1967, The major portion of the fighting eccur-
red on the lamer day. Under the command of
LTC Alexander M. Haig, Jr., the Blue Spaders
killed 60% ve while losing only 10 men.

BRIGADE COMMANDERS
July 1965—Present

COL Stanley F. Parr
.......... Jul 1965—Jan 1966
LTC Steve F. Phillips, Jr
tevreenn..Jan 1966—Feb 1966
COL Edgar N. Glotzbach
tvrerner.Feb 1966—May 1966
LTC Paul M. Fisher
oL May 1966—Jun 1966
idney B. Berry, Jr
.......... Jun 1966—Feb 1967
COL William B. Caldwell 111
el Feb 1967 — Present




IST BATTALION, 2
RAMRODS

The men of the 1st Baralion, 2d Infantry
left the United States aboard the usws Blatch-
ford on September 25, 1965. They landed at
Vung Tau on October 16, The Ramrads
immediately set out to establish their base
camp whi.c{ was 1o be part of the lst Brigade
locared near the viJJ:[g: of Phuoc Vinh, some
35 miles northeast of Saigomn. )

On January 11, 1966, the lst Battalion, 2d
Infantry played a major part in the capture of
more than 1,500 tons of rice during Operation
Eive Boy. In early February, the Ramrods
twisted and hacked their way through nearly
five miles of dense jungle to successfully com-
plete their role in Operation QUICKE Kice IV,

On March 20, the Battalion joined other
elements of the Bic Rep Owg, as well as
Australian and New Zealand soldiers, in a big
sweep in Phouc Tuy Province. The operation
begame known as Operation ABILENE. C Com-

¥ in a “stay-behind” ambush, killed five
et Cong when the enemy turned up in an
arca evacuated by the Battalion the previous

%mmm,mmmphm
8 mhin()w“m,mdm
hh!;lyﬂinh inoe, some 70 miles north-
west of Saigon. The infantrymen cut off a

! route in War Zone C. Moving

Rach {River) Ben Go and simultancously made
heavy contact with a Viet Cong force on the
castern side.

The Bamalion tmed its machincguns,

enade launchers and rifle fire on the artackers.
?hc firing from the west ceased. Then they
turped their attention 1o the force on the
eastern bank. During the fierce battle which
followed, the American unit was forced to fight
its way out of 8 ial encirclement. Fifty-four
Viet Cong were killed in the BATTLE oF Lo Go.

On May 4, the Bartalion conducted its first
night tactical march, covering a distance of
11 miles after dark and surrounding a vc village
near Ben Cui. The ve were w be
using the hamlet as a sanctuary by night and
leaving at the first light of day. At the crack of
dawn, the ve cadre in the willage walked our
with their weapons. All were killed, and the
village was later evacuated by the Province
Chief. On May 31, a similar operation netted
three ¥ and sunk two sampans at Phouc Hoa,
a village six miles south of Phuoc Vinh.

Ome of the most violent actons of the war
tock place on July 9 near the Minh Thanh
rubber plantaton. A task force comy of
fnd i s llul Bwsmlion, 2d Infantry and B

roops, st Squadron, 4th Cavalry w

attacked by the 2724 vc Regiment. The action,
part of Operation EL Paso 11, was bitter and
short. It ﬂ:lml" before noon and wasg
over three hours later when the ve broke
contact. This cngagement later became known
as the BATTLE oF Mmvn Tuamu Roap and
239 Viet Cong were killed by the Big Rep One
soldiers,

Throughout May, June, and July, the
Ramrods were used as the “fire bri.gaj:‘?::r the

1st Infantry Division; on four different occa-
sions, they were deployed to distant areas on
a motice of one hour or less. These moves
were made in counter-action 1o VO operalions
during the monsoon offensive, and were a
severe test to the Battalion's flexibility and
stamina; the men who wore the distinctive
black scarves passed the test brilliantly.

On August 23, during Operation AMARILLO,
the Bamalion participated in the BATTLE oOF
Boxg TraNG against the main force v Phu Lo
Battalion. The savage fight ended with 171
v killed.

September found the Battalion on security
missions 4t Phu Loi, Long Binh, and Lai Khe.
On October 1, a search-and-destroy operation,
Lirrie Rock, was conducted near the Village
of Binh My along Route 16. The rest of October
and ecarly November were spent securing the
st Brigade's forward base at Quan Lod.

Then came Operation ATTLERORD (Novem-
hﬂ' 5-25), conducted in Tay Ninh Province,
in which the Ramreds uncovered numerous
eoemy base camps and captured large quan-
titics of vital enemy supplies. During Operation
Cepak  Faiis (January 8-26, 1967), the
Batmlion was deep in the infamous Iron
Triangle, uncovering numerous supply cache's
and base camps,

pﬂ Ecebroary 1, the Ramrods returned to
Minh Thanh, where they had been in late
Diecember, to again provide security.

On February 22, 1967, the largest American
offensive of the Viemam war was began—
Operation Juxcrion City, conducted in War
Zome C. The Ramrods were among the several
unit's which were helilifted into northern Tay
Ninh Provience 1o form a horseshoe around



a 250 square mile area. In the days to follow,
the H:ll!.iimn uncovered 1."K|\':I.‘|i‘|¢' vii base
camps and supply areas, then went on 1o secure
Rouwte 246 in Binh Long Province from An
Loc to the border of Tay Ninh marked by the
Swmigon River; their area of responsibility was
subsequently expanded and the Raomrods were
mor rl_'d on tWo SCCAsHns III1L|. ﬂ:.:IL-rL' [ekhiitly
contact almost daily. Juscrion Crry ended
on April 15.

In late April, the men of the 1st Battalion,
2d Infantry, moved out on Operation Man-
HATTAN, conducted just northwest of the Iron
Triangle. The Ramrod Battalion was the hrst
1o land 1o the arca as the acuon Ng.‘lﬂ.

BATTALION COMMANDERS
July 1965—Present
LTC Steve F. Phallips, Jr.
vrrnsrrreresas e JUl 1965 — Mar 1966
MA] Ronald T. Theiss

......... e evs capiar 1966—Apr 1966
LTC Richard L. Prillaman
............ . Apr 1966—0%ct |966

LTC Douglas A, Huff
wainand eamn e OGL 1906—Nov 1066

LTC William C. Simpson

T coo o NOY 1966 — Present
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The men of the 1st Battalion, 26ch Infantry
Bilue Spaders left the United States en em-
ber 25, 1965, aboard the UsNs rd.
Along with rest of the Division Arullery Task
Foree, the Blue Spaders landed at Yung Tan

on October 16.

The unit was to Bien Hoa and,
then, on Ocrober moved on mﬁon
Tea Kermie o Phuoc Vinh, the 58
site of the future 15t Brigade basc camp.

The Bilue Spaders began their first major
combat mission nine days after they arrived
at Phuoc Vinh: Operation Rep BaLL I, a road
security operation requiring infantry battalions
to secure assigned portions of the 45-mile
stretch of dirt road connecting Phuoc Vinh
and Saigon.

The unit went to Vo Dat on November 23
on tion NEW LIFE 65, an cffort to secure
the fifth largest rice-producing arca in Vietnam.

On December 28, the 26th Infantry was
. securing a segment of vital Highway 13 during

jon REp Barr IV, a resupply mission.

On Janwary 10, 1966, the Blue Spaders
began a series of search and destroy operations
in the vicnity of their Phuoc Vinh base camp.
By the end of this serics of missions on Feb-
ruary 9, the infantry unit was credited with the
largest of captured food stores in the
history of the Vietnam war.

On February 24, the “Spaders” participated
in the BATTLE oF Tan Bixm, a fierce engage-
ment in which three Viet Cong bartalions
repeatedly threw themselves at the 1st Brigade
area at Binh, some seven miles south of
Phuoc Vinh.

The bantle marked the first time that vc
main forces had elecied to attack a major Us
unit in the field in the I11 Corps area; it re-
o

P o -

ATTALION, 26TH INFAN

BLUE SPADERS

sulted in a striking defeat for the enemy.
From March 9-22, the “Spaders™ were on
Operation SiLvER Crry, a massive search and

destroy mission u by the renforced
1st Bri and conducted jointly with the
173d Airborne Brigade.

In May, Operation Lam Sox, a joint LUs-
ARVN revoluntionary development  effort
began with the Blue Spaders conducting Medi-
cal Civic Action Programs (MEDCAT), satura-
tion patrolling and search and destroy opera-
tions in the arca of Phu Loi.

In late July, the “Spaders” conducted search
and destroy operations and secured a convoy
route of Binh Duong Province on Operation
CEDAR RAPIDS.

In Binh Long Province, the infantrymen
conducted search and clear ions on
Operation SprmsgriELD 1T (July 27—August 1,
1966) and patrols on EVANSVILLE (August
5-15, 1966).

conducted search and destroy missions

in Binh Duong Province on ions GAL-
Lur (August 16-19, 1966) and [August
0-22, 1966).

fon AMARILLO on A t 23,

On August 25, in a full day and night
" ¥ savage
fighting, the Blue Spaders along with the lst
Bartalion, 2d Infantry; 2d Battalion, 28th
Infantry; the Ist Battalion, 16th Infantry; and
A and C Troops of the Ist . 4th

the crack main force Phu Lod
¢ BaTTLE oF BokG TRANG was

Coes
"‘.ér

Saigon on Highway 16. For his superb leader-
ship in this barde, LTC Paul F. Gorman,
pattalion commander, was presented the Dis-
tinguished Service Gross by President Lyndon
B. Johnson during the Commander-In-Chiefs’
visit 1o Vietnam in October 1966.

On October 28, during Operation SHEN-
ANDOAH, the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry along
with other Big Rep ONE units inflicted a grave
defeat on the ve in the Batmie of Cam XE,
fought cast of the Cam Xe River and west of
Highway 13.

n November on Operation ATTLEBORG, the
Blue Spaders together with other Division
units searched though War Zone C for the 9th
v Division. The 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry
helped to Eaptu.rtba some 1,136 tons of rice and
nine enemy base camps in the ton
conducted in Tay Ninh ;:wimc. e

In late November and early December, the
“Spwd:ﬁl" participated in Operation BisMark
whose mission was 1o secure Highway 16 from
Di An w Phuoc Vinh, During this 10 day
operation, the umt uncoversd a large vC
complex.

Operation CrpaAr FALLS was initisted on
January 8, 1967, with a seal and search of the
v sympathetic village of Ben Suc. The raid
was spearheaded by the Blue Spaders with Co
A, 2d Baualion, 18th Infantry attached undes
the control of the 2d Brigade. It was during
this raid that the unit captured a ve professer
of mathematics educated at the University of
Peking. Afterwards, the “Spaders” continued
to participate in C¥pag FaLLs, a multi-division
operation conducted in the Iren Triangle,
some 20 miles north of Saigon. ;

ration JuNcTion CiTy began on Febru-
ary 22, in War Zone C some 65 miles northwest
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of Saigon. Its aim was the destruction of v
installations. Om April 1, one day after the lst
Battalion, 26th Infuntry, again under the 2d
Brigade, had made an air assault into an area
some 25 miles northeast of Tay Ninh City
near the village of Ap Gu, the “Spaders”
smashed an all-out assault by the 9th ve
Division's 2715t Regiment. At the end of the
three and 4 half hour BATTLE oF AP Gu, the
“Spaders” counted 609 enemy dead.

BATTALION COMMANDERS
July 1965—Present

LTC Erskine Smith
.......... Jul 1965—DMlay 1966
MA] Henry J. Wercsynski
.......... 1966—Tun 1966
LTC Paul F. Gorman
........ Jun 1966—Nov 1966
LTC Alexander M. Haig, Jr
rr-i--rrHNwlm'-‘ﬁPflm?
LTC Joseph H. Hoffman, Jr
........ Apr 1967 — Present
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The 15t Battalion, 28th Infantry Black Lions
arrived in Vietnam on October %, 1965, aboard
the sk Mano. A few days later, the Battalion
moved to its base camp at Phuoc Vinh and
began the sk of hacking a camp site out of
the jungle. By the end of 1965, the unit had
entrenched itsell in a highly fortified base
camp and had g;in:dﬁwluahl: expericnce al
counier-iNSurgency wartarc. : 3

Early in January 1966, the Battalion received
notice to prepare for Operations Crimp and
Buckskns, The Black Lions moved out on
Tanuary T for their first major of the
year. During this operation, which was 1o last
almest @ month, the Black Lions were attached
1o the 3d Brigade for the ed mission of
gweeping 20 area in Tay Ninh Province
bordering the infamous Iron Triangle. The
25th Diivision was scheduled to move into the
area and thus a major part of the misaon was
to clear the arca for them.

Although no pitched battles were fought on
this operation, many tenncl and trench com-
plexes were found and large storcs of we
supplics  discovered and  destroyed. While
engaged in Operation Buckseiy on Jamuary
15, 1966, LTC Robert Haldane, Battalion

, distinguished himself by heroic
actions while in conflict with a hostile force.
For these actions, he was awared the Silver
Star.

When not engaged in extended field prob-
lems, the Bamalion conducted “Red Ball”
clearing projects for convoys carrying essential
supphies from Saigon to its base camp. Con-
stantly on the move, and ever alert for signs
of the enemy, these “Red Ball" ings wepe
often the most wearisome operations the
Bamalion engaged in.

]

BLACK LIONS

During Operations Yose and LiGuT 11,
from late March to early April, 2 need was
realized for the extstence of an additional rifle
company to supplement and reinforce the
regular line companies. The existence of this
provisional force was instrumental in providing
hoth security and tactical support, allowing the
line companies to devote far greater time o
completely tactical operations. .

The first large operation that the Battalion
wis engaged in during the year wis Operation
BrammiHAM which was a thrust into the heart
of a Viet Cong stronghold in Tay Ninh Pro-
vince. As the Battahon moved through the
heavy foilage and dense jungle, they were
successful in uncovering extensive Viet Cong
base camps, und heavily entrenched defensive
positions, destroying all and depriving the
enemy of valuable sources of supply and refuge.
On May 15, the Black Lions returned to their

base cump, ending the largest operation it had
a\g@ndinupumﬂmum.

uring Operation ADELAIDE, the Batmlion
became engaged in a fierce firefight on June 2
when the 1st, 2d, and 3 Placons of A Com-

ST BATTALION. 28TH INFANTRY

Far thetr beroic actions on this date, Privites
First Class Robert Briggs and Donnier R.
Barnes were awarded the Silver Star Medal.

In late June, the Battalion was commited to
Operation EL Paso and on the 26th of that
month the Block Lions encountered a highly
entrenched enemy force, With the support of
US gunships and jet fighters, the 15t Battalion,
28th Infantry succecded in driving the Yo
from their village fortress.

Early July found the Battalion engaging in
two firefights while assisting sister units of the
Bic Rep Owxe. On the night of July 2, mortar
rounds were heard landing in a zone approxi-
mately one mile eway at the camp of the 2d
Battalion, 18th Infantry. The Hlack Lions
were placed on immediate alert to go o the
aid of this unit, but no call was received
during the night. Early the next morning,
heavy firing was heard in the direction of the
other unit. The 28th immedistely formed up
and started for the relief of their comrades,
who, it was learned, were under heavy attack
from a large Viet Cong force. -

For over two hours, they pushed through
dense jungle. As they approached their desti-
nation, they began encountering dead Viet
Cong. As the Black Lions stepped over the
scores of dead insurgents, they were greeted
by the battleweary, bur highly successful 18th
Infantry Vamguards. This cngagement became
known as the Batie ofF Ho Enicsou and
accounted for 78 ve killed. On July 9, operating
out of Quan Loi, the Bamalion was placed as
ready reaction force (RRF) for an expected
ambush of the 4th Cavalry as that unit moved
down Highway 13. As soon as the ambush
materialized, the Black Lions were helilifted
into the bartle ares. They participated in this
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and artillery support
quested from Brigade, By 1100 hours the fight
had been reduced to automatic weapons and
iper fire, as the badly besten Viet Cong
o withdraw, leaving mdhatﬂzﬁcid
littered with bodies, equipment and weapons,
Battalion (_m;nﬁ LTC Jack G.
Whirted and SP4 Kirk James cach received the
Distingui Sm*ir:cﬂmssfofhcﬂctcunr:l;:
this engagement., Tt was to become known as
BATTLE oF Ar Cria Do and 484 ve were killed,
Om the 11th of November, at Dau Tieng, over
100 awards for valor were presented to the victo-
rious Black Lims in a colorful awards ceremon
the Division Commanding General M
illiam E. DePuy, ;
The Bamalion celebrated Christmas in their
base camp with another outstanding meal and
Christmas . Guests of honor included
several Vietnamese children from a nearby or-
phanage and Army Chicf of Staff GEN Harald

K. Johnson, who presented the naaton's second
highest award, the Distinguished Service Cross
to the newly promoted SGT Kirk James for
his heroic actions and also to LTC Jack G.
Whitted for his great leadership.

During the carly months of 1967, the
Battalion participated in Operations CEDAR
Favis, Trcson, and Jusction Cimy, and in
late April began participation in Operation
MANHATTAN,

BATTALION COMMANDERS
July 19%65—Present

LTC Robert Haldane

.......... Jul 1965—Aug 1966
LTC Juck G, Whitted

.......... Aug 1966—Feb 1967
Fuick

.......... Feb  1967—Prescnt



