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In early June the brigade loaded ipmen
on flat cars at Fort Riley for shipmgzl?lbu ths
West Coast. During this period of planning
preparation and loading, the brigade mi‘,ed'
the full support of the remainder clg‘ the 1st Divi-
sion. Personnel replacements were drawn from
all units of the division. Brigade equipment was
replaced or repaired from division resources: and
division units assisted in the control paé!r.in ;
and loading of the Brigade Task Force, &

1 trucks are loaded aboard flat cars
Riley for shipment to the West Coast

s
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1215t Signal van is loaded at Camp Whitside,
Fort Riley.

Division personnel assisted the brigade in the move.




Troops of the 1st Battalion,
16th Infamtry take a break
before boarding aircraft for
the [ight to San Francisco
Imternational Airport.

Vanguards flew Trans-International from Kansas to
the West Coast

n Alrport, Manhattan, Kansas
uards.

First step on the road to Vietnam for




On the 21st of June the brigade’s personne]
departed l:j,lr & combination of air and rail trans.
port for the Oakland Army Terminal, Those

rsonnel who made the 2000 mile trip by
]ans-lntemauc_nnl Airlines enjoyed the atten.
tion of attractive and efficient” stewardesses,
Arriving at San Francisco International Air-
Em the troops, armed with rifles and grenade

unchers and in full combat gear, marched
through the air terminal. Waiting buses carried
them along the Bayshore Freeway to the Army
Terminal and the Naval dock facilities in Oak-
land. Neither the troops arriving by air or those
by rail met with the crowds of “Vietniks" and
anti-war demonstrators who met later troo
movements. Only a few unshaven indiv:‘duaa
were on hand to protest the departure.

Brigadier General Randolph Dickens, Assistant Division
Commander, spoke to Company A, of the 2nd Battation,
18th Infantry before they departed from Camp Whitside
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The USNS Gordon transported all 3900 per-
sonnel of the brigade, except for the advance
party which departed by air from Fort Riley
on the 20th of June. The brigade’s equipment
was ed on three other ships which departed
a few days after the Gordon.

bury, 1t Col Burke,
. Capt Liddle and
Sgt Maj Donaven watch the
loading

Carrrlnr‘lf

wuggm* and duffle bags, the troops
boarded the USNS Gordon.



Infantry, wailed its turn to board the troop ship. San Francisco Bay

The 2nd Battalion, 16th

bridge in the background.
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The Gordon sailed [rom San Francisco on
June and began the nearly three wesk trip
ross the. Pacific to Vietnam. It was shortly
alter departure t all personnel were informed
of their ultimate destination: Vietnam.
} ngs were conducted at sea. The
od mission was to i
: logi 1 complex being con-
all port on the
i, This was to be
fantry battalions. A
15 to be stationed at
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Cam Ranh I of Qui Nhon.

Shiphos 5 soon became routine,
Speculatior what the unit would meet
when it landed was the orite topic of con-
versation. Because of the crowded conditions
aboard the rdon, training and physical con-
ditioning were conducted with difficulty. The
only sport that really thrived in the close quar-
ters was poker,

On the 4th of July, seven ds
ship was due to arrive at Qui Nhon, a message
was received which changed the brigade’s mas-
sion, Although one battalion was still to go to
Cam Ranh Bay, the remainder of the brigade
was directed to land at V " and move
from there to Bien Hoa to participate in the
defense of the large Air Force Base.

s before the
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Cam Ranh Bay




The Gordon altered course in Mid-Pacific
and steamed for Cam Ranh Baj{l, arriving there
P53, fia fist Iandtal in Boutheets o o

, its first in Southeast Asia, troo
lined the railing. v

Cam Ranh Bay, one of the finest deep water
ports in the world, was a more striking setting
than anyone had imagined. High green moun-
tains, some covered by low hanging clouds, rose
directly from the dark blue waters of the bay.
Black green pinacles of rock shot up from the
white sandy beaches and green scrub brush
lined the bay.

The first element to board the Army LCM's
for the short run to the beach was Company
B of the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry. As the
ramp of the flat bottomed barge was let down,
Capt Phillip A. Pryor, the company commander,
stepped ashore and was greete‘.r by Colonel Sim-
mons, After 18 days at sea, the 2nd Brigade
came ashore in Vietnam,

The remainder of the battalion, C Battery of
the 1st Battalion 7th Artillery (105mm towed),
and the 3rd Platoon of B Company, 1st Engi-
neer Battalion followed. Montagnard troops and
Army personnel, along with over 40 press and
television correspondents gathered on the beach
to watch the landing. )

“These guys haven't arrived one minute too
soon,” said an officer of the 35th Engineers.
“We've been here by ourselves two months.
We're getting scary.”
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nder, greeted the troops as they came ashore, The brigade’s arrival, on 12 July, brought 1o 71,000 the number of American troop

Col

| James E, Simmons, brigade commal
in Vietnam
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Supplies come ashore in deep sand Lt Col Edgar N Glotzbach, the troop commander aboard the Gordon and the Ind Brigade
executive officer, meels Colonel James E, Simmons, the brigade commander, at Cam
Ranh Bay.
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A guy didn’t have to go very far to fill a sandbag.
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Cam Ranh Bay




General Westmoreland, Secretary MeNamara,
l[-‘- Col Salisbury, Colomel Hart, Ambaseador
Taylor, Sgt. Maj Knox and SP4 Crowley.

PFC's Watson and Pienis
meet Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara, who visit-
ed the 1st Battalion, 18th
Infantry shortly after they
nrrived at Cam Ranh Bay.
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On the evening of the 13th of July, the
Gordon sailed south along the coast of Viet-
nam through rain squalls and rough seas, ar-

riving the mext morning at Vung Tau. The 2nd
Battalion, 16th Infantry crowded aboard LCM’s
for the ride to the beach and then mounted
trucks and amphibious Army BARKS which
carried them to the airstrip and the waiting
Air Force C-130 “hercules’ transports. In the
next two days the 2nd of the 16th was followed
by the 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry, the bri-
gade’s Headquarters Company, the Engineers,
Medical Company, Maintenance, Supply and
Transportation, and the Artillery. From the air-
field at Vung Tau each unit was airlifted to
Bien Hoa. As the troops left the four engine
transports, each man lugging his weapon, full
combat gear and duffle bag, they were bundled
aboard two and a half ton trucks supplied by
the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate). With
weapons unloaded and pointed skyward, but
ammunition close at hnntr,othe units set out for
their respective base camp areas.
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anchored off Yung Tau and
erring deck cargo 1o lighters,

The Ind Brigade Colors
stood by as the Rang-
ers came ashore at
Vung Tau.
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After eoming ashore the troops boarded trucks for the
trip 40 Vung Tau Air Base




—the US Air Force Base at Rien Hoa.

h rs brought their
favorite chow

Tlhh: nd gade loaded aboard trucks at Bien Hoa Air Base for =

journey to the new base camp area.
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