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The Battle

of Loc Ninh

rubber plantation about five miles south of the
Cambodian border,

Air and artillery strikes were called
“Rebel” gunships from A Co., 1st Aviation Bat.
talion, assisted in the fight. :

October 31, the third day of the action, s
as the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry's “Black
Lions” began firing harassment and interdiction
]mortar fire, only to have it returned an hour
ater,

Helicopter light fire teams, artillery and air
strikes were again called in as the enemy fire
decreased from heavy to sporadic. At 5:15
the command post of 2d of the 28th receive
word from Loe Ninh District Headquarters th
waves of Viet Cong were storming across
landing strip. Artillery rained down on |
strip stopping the attackers and turnin
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An ARVN soldier (above) moves to a new position
as an American advisor checks for encmy activity
in the village of Loc Ninh. Vietnamese soldiers
( ﬂbllill‘.‘li' right) from the 5th ARVN Divizion set up
positions behind an earthen berm. Taking careful
aim on the enenty is an American advisor (right).
Combined Vietnamese and American forces killed
over 1,000 enemy in more than a week of fighting
in and around Loc Ninh.

of 238 VC were killed in this night-long battle.

At 10:30 a.m. of the same day, elements of
the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, and 2d Bat-
talion, 28th Infantry, while conducting a patrol
came across an unknown-size VO force and en-
gaged them. The battle raged all day and at
5 p.m., contact was broken. The day-long bat-
tle left 210 communists dead.

On November 5th, after a combined total of
nearly 1,000 enemy soldiers had been killed, Gen-
eral Hay held a news conference at the NDP
of the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry. Before the

athering of over 20 correspondents represent-
ng nenrgr every news media in Vietnam, Gen-
eral Hay said, “The objective of the enemy's
attack was to destroy the ARVN and CIDG
forces defending Loc Ninh. The CIDG and
ARVN showed tremendous professionalism in
the manner in which they fought.”




