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HEADQUARTERS 3D BRIGADE
1at Infantry Division
APO US Forces 96345

AVID-WB-C L 3 April 1966

SUBJECT: Combaet Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

THERU: Commending General
1st Infzntry Division
ATTN: G3
APO US Forces 096345

TO: CommandeT
US Military Assistence Comand Vietnam
ATTN: J321
AP0 US Porces 96243

1, NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation COCOA BEACH - Sear
end Destiroy.

2, DATES QEHOPERATION: 030700 Merch 1966 - 061600 March 1966,

3, LOCATION: BINH DUONG Province and BEN CAT District XT7948 -
XKT7940 ~ XT7040 - XTT7048 (Overlay attached as Appendix 1)

4, COMMAND HEADQUARTTRS: Headquarters 34 Brigade tst Infantry
Dhivisione.

5, UNIT COMUANDERS:

Colonel William D Brodbeck, CO %d Brigede

Lt Col George M Shuffer, JT, cO 2/2 Infantry
1t Gol Williem S Lobver, Jr, CO 1/16 Infantzy
1t Col Kyle W Bowie, CO 2/28 Infantry

1t Col Frank R Tims, CO 2/33 Artillery

6, TASK ORGANTIZATION:

Heedquarters 3d Brigede
2/2 Infentry

1/16 Infentxy

2/28 Infentry

2/33 Artillery (DS)

B Btry 2/32 Artillery

D Btry 8/6 Artillexy

" Company 1st Ingr Bn

PPORTING FORCES:

srtillerys

Size of Force: 3 six gun 105mm howitzer batteries
Rattery 2/33 Artillery; D Battery (8 inch howitzer
. end B Battery (175mm howitzer SP) 2/32 Artillery.
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St Cembat 0perations after Action Beror’ "MaCV/RCS, J3/32)

-fensive concentrations fired in arcund the -/28 Infantry perimeter, ZIxten~
sive harassing and interdictory fires were erjloyed around the 2/28 Infantry
perimeter during the hours of darkness. On . March continuous {ire support
wa3a provided to the 2/28 Infantry during th-ir search and destroy operations,
Check nmounds were fired on the defensive concentratiocns around the 2/28 Infantry
perimeter and H&I fires employed during the hours of darkness, On 5 March at .
0600 hours the battalion FpC answered calls for fire from the artillery FO!'s *
with the 2/28 Infantry. At O745 hours the zerial FO arrived over the battle
area and, in conjunction with the ground FC's, continued to adjust artillery
fire the remainder of the day. At 0900 hours D Btry 8/6 Artillery and D and
C Batteries 2/33 Artillery fired preparation fires around LZ BIUE (XT785465)
to be utilized by the 1/16 Infantry. On 060900 hours March all batteries fired
preparatory fires on Li R&D (XT707439) to be utilized by the 2/2 Infantry, Cone
tinuous artillery support, on call; was provided as tb: infantry battaliens
policed the battle area. )

, (3) Results: Enemy losses attributed to artillery fire are 75 KIA
by body count, .
(4) Summary of Rounds Fired:

105mm . 230rds 39 toms

8 inch 94 rds 9.5 tons
175mm 10 rds 1,5 tons
TOTAL: 2334 rds 550 tons

b, Army avietden:

... .. {1y All infantry battalion coumanders were supplied with an
OH-B\:JQ!' cemand and control, The Brigsde CP group operated from a Uk-1D
equipSed with a command console, . S _

o . (2)‘ _ sup\ly of the battalions in the field was accomplished by .

- " (3). OH-33 helicépters frem the 3d Brigade aviatien Section had
provided day and night surveillance ef the Brigade TaOR prior to the battle an
S March and ebservation after the battle to determine the VC routes of with~-

" drawal,

(4) UH-1D helicopters were utilized in the airmobile assaults of
the 1/16 Infantry and the 2/2 Infantry en 5 and 6 Harch respectively,

(5) armed helicoptera previded support during the aperation and
assisted in the preparation ef the L2's ea 5 and 6 Mareh 1966,

e, US Air Fercei’® Inyring Opsratien COQOs BialH T3 clase sir support

sorties were flewn in suppprt of the 3¢ Brigade Task Force, Within 30 minutes
after the Brigade headquarters wag notified ¢f the sttack on the 2/28 Infaniry
perimeter en 5 March, an airatrike wss di od against the sttacking VC, .

, Continucus elese air suppert missigns were flgwn in suppart ¢f the 2/28 Infantry -
frem 050715 March until 050915 l.arch. At O rareh an F=100 was shet dewn
by groumd fire while making a beobing run., The pilgt ejected pafely and was ,
picked up by greund troeps fzsi the 2/2 Infantry within 20 mimutes after sject~

ing. The plane Was a total lsss, ' at 050915 liarch 3 sarties wers used. t¢ pre—
pare the lu fer the assault lanqimy of the 1/16 Infantry. On 6 HMarch 1566 feu»
Sertics wers used to prepars the LZ fer toe assault landing of the 2/2 Infantrey,
The «lr Perce is creaited with killing 150 VC and destroying twe 8lum mertars
ana feur 50 cal machin» guns, The elese air support during Operatien COCO4
BiaCH wag outstanding.

5 March 1966 o 66 scrties

6 rzrth 1966 - - 7 sorties,.
' TUTAL: _ 73 sorties
! 2
{ L ]
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Coubat Operations after action Repori (WACV/R(S/J3/77)
8. INTZLLIGHICE:
a, Lstimate of VC Strength:

The VC units detersined to have taken part in the battle of LO KB
on 5 march were the 272 Regiuent and the 24l Heavy weapans Battalion which
norrally supports the 272 negiment, istimated strength of the 272 Regiment plus
the zil Battalion is 2000 men, ' '

b. Intelligence ieceived Prior to & March 1966:

The last rep&rted location of the 272 Regiment rior to 3 larch 66
was receivea 28 February 1966 from Headguarters Tst Igi'antry Division (source:
Headquarters, 1aCV), However, a report was received at 3d Brigade Headquarters
on 042035 march from the Bid CaT sdvisor that an unidentified regimental size
anit was located vic XT790485, This is approximately L kilometers northeast of
the location of the L{ Ki battle on 5 harch, The source of this report was an
agent, The 272 Regiment haa previously been reported as follows:

UATE LOCATLCH SOURCE
16 Peb 66 XT6545 111 Gomps
19 Feb 66 XT7150 IIT “omon
20 Feb 66 XT7148 ITT Zarps
28 Feb 6b XT70LL MY

e

c.Sitxmti.on unt:.clpated in Objective Area:

:-“‘Beports inaicated that e large scale VO opsrati-xm “me rithor in the
planning, training and supply phase or was ready for grecuticn S0 thoe nclithern
portion of the Brigade TaCR., It was anticipated that a largz VC 2o -tonld
attack friendly units when committed to ca operation rather than attacking a

T od, l!:‘;it:ﬁa‘:_t_ién gneountersd Iuring the Operation:

The VC;i‘ollow-ed thci; established pattern of attaeking a force mush
smaller than their own. .s expected, they attaexed a US Foree 4in an operaticnal
arca away from the base camp, after the battle and a pursuit was fnitiated the

VC withdrew on all sides to acattered areas, They were routed into disorganized,

szall groups and tcok advantage of their knowledge of the jungle and terrain to
effect a rapid retreat, _ ) '

e, ' Terrain Features, Obig.gg}.eq and Weather:

“The battle was feught in the LO K iubber Plantation which is flat
and deveid of underbrush except for scattered patehes of tall grass and hedge-
~m=:s, The area to the west of the Battle area was thick jungle. There were no

_.or cbstacles in the area, The weather, initially, was good, On 050800 lhar

a low stretus began to form, By Q50830 kareh a 1900 foot broken ceiling existed
anc remained until 051100 Mareh at which time the cloud cover became scattered,
Yieibility below the celling was good excepl for smoke in the battle evua,

£, Surveillamee: . - .

During and immedistely following the pattle on 5 March, a2ll means

availzble were utilizea for sarveillance of the eneuy. Visual =ir nna groand
reccnnaissante were employed during daylight hours. ‘SLaR, Ro HaZf. ol the
Starlight Scope were used at night, Tho RAU Team mairtzir™ = .. o ~ilance

“n Antect enemy radic and CA transudesions.
E. Psynh_o).ogiga.l_ Warfare:

There were no peycnological warfare cperations conducted curing the
operatiocn.. The 3d Brigade does not have the capability i'o,r__‘_tq?nduct.ing"_t.agt.j.cal—__
psychological warfare operations in a timely and effective manner, Again, an
opportunity te iomedistely exploit a tacget of opportunity (ie, a major victory:
and the. rout of an enemy force) was lost due ,_t._limpr_oper,o:ganizatim of person~-

R AUV . e e
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, OUBJIC:  Combat Operaticns sfter action dapors (£aCV/BCS/J3/32)

nel and equipuent of the Psyilar team attachoo to the 24 Brigzde. Reaction time
“¢ obtain eitier loudspesker broadcast aiwe: \ft ani or an appropriate leaflet is
%2> long to be af value, Rundreds of VC v e fleeing the battle area seeking
:20% areas, They were susceptible to psr-liological appeals and directions en
how to surrender, It is pelieved that wery ralliers were lost due to inadequate
“.'-:;-'_/OPG Suppost. A recormendation as to srganization of a tactical Psy/Ops
teom is being prepared and will be forwa ded to higher headquarters for
~onaideration.

9. HISSION: The wmissiarsoriginally given the 2/2¢ Infantry in their
Operation Crder 13-66 (Operation CGCU. BinCH), dated 2 March 1966 were:

(a8) Destroy VC, their equipment and emplacement s,
(b) Disrupt VC activity.

{c) Gain intelligence,

(d) Interdict VC supply routes.

Upon committment of “he 1/16 Infantry and 2/7 Infantry za .
oA mdx | March +hs mission of 210 unite irns to pursue, find the
vy 804 destroy him,

10, . CONCEPT (P CPufarlUfi:  The overall Brigadn ~ontept of operation for
Harch, of which QUCO4 B&AG: was a part, was to comrici a series of battalion
slze sperations within the 3d Brigade TaCR, The 2/28 Infantry was the first
uait to initiate S&i opertions in their partion «f the Brigade TiOR from 3 to
8 Xarch 1966, ihen the 22 Infamtry hari bzzn ovd far 4 days, another infantry
battalien would initiate a battaliom 5&D ~-raticn i- “hoiw portion of the
Brigade TiaOR., aAfter sir days the 2/28 Tn°: ory wiild potiarn to basecamp and
“he third infentry battalion weuld condust S&D operations in their portion of
“he Brigade TiOR, Aall operztions would be within 105mm howitzer range of Lil
KHZ, Therefore, one .or two infantry battalions would be operating in the
Brigade TaOR at all times, _

This eoncepl proved eifsctive in that a major engagement with the V(¢
occurred on 5 harch 1366, After the battle of LO KE the Brigade cencept was
2Mzred so as to camit farces in an atterpt to find and destroy the fleeing
encmy,

The 2/28 Infantry initialed the BErigade concept on 3 Mareh with Cpera-
“ic: COCOA BaaCH, The 2/28 Infantry's concept, for Operation GOCUA BinCH was te
=ve by foot into the area of operation and set up a battalion perimster,
“~—anies would then search and destroy from this battalion perimeter, The
batilalion would move every two days to a new area until the entire ares of
cperation had been searched, .

11, EXECUTION: 4 day by day descrirtinm of the evacution phase of Operae
"ion COCOA BEACH is included below. The major'as.._.u of Operation COCOA BEACH
7as the battle of 10 K5 on 5 March. This action drastically alterea the plana
for Operation COCOA BEACH and changed it from a battalsan S&b cperation inte
1 Brigade pursuit and destroy operatioa, (NOTE: 4 complete resume of the
/28 Infantry aceouat of the Battle of IN KE as publiched in 3d Brigade Battle
Sulletin Number 8 is attashed a3 Jpzl 1), 2

b

: - 3 Harch 1966 - The 2/28 Infantry. initiated Operation COCOA BrACH on
030700 karch, The battalion moved by foot fram LAl KHE to a battalion defensive
-wo~vion VIS XT773L45, where they dug in ani resuppiisd by air, During the
évening of 3-4 March the 2/28 Infantry plassd out axbush patrols on likely enemy
avenies of approaches arouxd the hattezlion perimeier, There was no enemy contact
3 harch, .
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-t _ Compat-Operations after iction Zeport (1 CV /a0 /13/32) :

L March 1966 — Ou & larch » ard B Crupanises 2/28 Infantry were dis-
stched to the west and norch respectively, af OL1FAQ harch a Company 2/28
Infantry sprang a VC ambusk &t XT754457 e lting in the routing of the ambush
fcrce, C Campany was sent to assist 4 Comany. a Company then continued to
%T753459 where they founa a base camp tha® could accomodate 40 to 60 men and
contained tumels, foxholes, docuuents and 7 underground cocking stoves, The
camp was destroyed and the documents evacuated, B Company had negative comtast
but did discover a large trench vic Ir780,55 that ran for about a. Klometer {1t
Bl 2anG (XTT90458) and had been recently occupied by & large VC force, all
cazpanies returned to the battalion perimeter by 041645 March and resupply by
air was actciplished, The battalion remained in the same perimeter as on 3 Jar
ana . ;ain dispatched aubush patrols around the perimeter,

5 jarch 1966 - On 050030 isar an intelligence report. received from the
3l CaT Uistrict advisor was passed to the CO 2/28 Infantry. This report was
trat an unidentified VG regireent was located st iT790485 or about 4 kilomaters
northeast of the 2/28 Infantry. &t 0600 hours the patrol from B Company 2/28
Infantry spotted & VC company vic £T768461 and fired on it inf¥icting heavy

. casualties on the VC, The patrol then moved back to the 2/28 Infantry perimeter

Mere they had to fight through another VC company that was preparing to attack,
& sbout the same time, the ratrol from i Company spotted VG all around them
e AT773439 woving from east to weat and this patrol fought its way back to
e 2/28 Infantry perimeter. By 0630 hours all patrols had returned to the 2/28
Trifartry perimeter and at 0&25 hours the VC lanmched their first attack from the
n thwest. The Brigade Heziquarters was nehifiec »f the athack at 0640 hours
1 an FxC was sent up and gun ships requesict, Tz JC conbinued tieir attacks
~om all directions but heavy fire from the 2/28 Infantry, artillery fire and

- strikes stopped every abtack resulting in heavy VC casnalties, 4t O745 hrs

."-1/16 Infantry was alerbed for commitmeoc..uC sccist the 2/28 Infambry. &t

‘50 hre the 2/28 Infantcy wes running Iow on ommnition and a UH=1D helicopter
duocessfully brought in gome ammnition. The helinpher received he vy VC

eound fire and crashed su.vt Gf Lal ¥IHE kiliirg et 4 men ebosxrd, At 0930 hrs

s 1/16 Infantry made a l:zlizopicr assaull landing vie XT785L65 in an attempt
_) cut off the escape routes &f the VG to the north and east, The 1/16 Infantry
1.5ved to the west runiing into small groups of VC attempting to flee the battlew
“ield, at 1200 urs the fighting around the 2/28 Infantry perimeter had subsided
o thst ‘a patrol from s Company 2/28 Infantry moved to the south in .an attempt
.o make eomtact with'the VG, This patrol came acressa Wcompany digging in

..g the roau vic XU7T73439. The was oriented to the south so as to

7 any attempt to reinforce the 2/28 Infantry by land from Lal KHE, The

. - backed off and artillery fire was called in on top -of this VC company,
. - O hrs the 1/16 Infantry linked up with the 2,/28 Infantry and the battle
"¢ | K& was over. The VC hal been completely beaten and routed lsaving over '
v, thdies oround the 2/28 Irfantry periceter, ~The remainder of the 5th of .
._ [ sas spent .in policing aca searching the battlef  .d. The 1/16 Infantry
" sse 2/28 Infaciry went into & perimeter for +hs night of 5-6 kHarch in the
- ~f the battlefield, - f E o

. 6 larch 1966 - On the morning of 6 March the 1/16 Infantry ana the
" Infantry comtinued to police and search the ares sround the battlefield,
~ elligence renorts indicated that the prchable escaps route for the VC had
. to thne westu and north. This inforustson was received fron several FOwta
- “imacated that their re-ly poiut afte- the baiitl. was in the vic of il vy
- 1349), Based on what 7ittle informetion was arailable, the Brigade CO de-
. 1ed to commit .the 2/2 Thrartty to the west n +- eitrat %o cat .n some es-
' o33 VC and to search and destroy toward the -si in order to gain more
<. 17igence on’the VC whereabouts, The 2/2 T-.iztry made a helico;-er assault
%5, vie XT707439 at 050900 March 1956, ‘lbe amiing was unopposed and -the
../? iu antry moved east to Jick up with th~ 17 e cupied a blecke
. Lovitien vic XT76946C. The 2/2 Irfariry .. uwgellve contact sxcept far
ooy s The 2/2 Infantry @it “inc L.seral fresh groves and some bloody bandages
it 4.4 indicate that a portion of the ¢ vegimmi u2c In fact withdrawn toward

re northwest. The 2/28 1 - antry, afis: swecping tic batilefield and the vil—

.36 of BAU BaiG, returned t¢ LAT KHE and Operation COCOR BinCh vwas terminated .
061700 March 1966, : : _ : : '
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.round the 2/28 Infertry perimeter &t 10 hii 199 VC bodies

further out from the perimeter were
_irstrikes cnd ertillery hit groups
tn: Brigede €O in the air olong with
et least LEQ VQ were

ITah

5 eal MG

Hrm mertar base plate
¥ount, 5Tom 2R -
ediezl kit (large)

AT Wweapol

Submachine guns

automntic rifles

wifles

Rounas 50 ecl anmmunitien
Hourds 57mn armunition
“unds ~T ammunition
Rounds 60um mertar ~munition
founds 30 ezl smmanit ion
Hond grenades

electrieal wire and Kiscellaneous wed

equipment amd elothing

(3) Destroyed Squipment:

150 Hord grenades
2. Alom mertorsa
3 $0um mortors

1 S7m Rid
b 50 el MG
1l Bleyele

v, Friendly losses: Dal.s LA LA,
3 ¥oreh 1566 % 0

4 lerch 1966 D A

5 koreh 1966 10 25

6 Jareh 1960 @ .

13 D IWISTRATIVE 2uTTuRog Initdzlly the butt
and cos ity BTy wr of Ui 2/28 Int,

pattle of 10 ho cn § March it
chate resupply ccpebility., THe
supply of amunitien wos request
sewded to the bcttle arec.

killed and 1 UHLD destroyed,
1ightly locded, vhich plcces the
»e resupplied with the items they
perience hos sheWn

wd,

- 3d Brigcde hove reaulted in the PeRsss

ity of resupplyi

astorted, cmergonay ro-
2/26 Inf, lsaded & UHID ond pre=

~ntities requeshed, SX-

prrachute dellvery ccpobility ahould be :e;dily cyoiloble te the Brigode,

U, QUi

z, Conclusiens:

(1) FCL's must bs esteblished
Ferce support se thot cortimous support ie

" gt ond-dewn®

IOl LESOS Linuld:

for tosrdinction ef craillery/adr
provided and neither on must

£ye witness . -

cden 5S4, 2/28 Inf planned
During the esursc of the .
bvecme epgrent thot the Brigede nceded & poyaw
haurs fter the bottle
The 54,
The amxanitien was delivered but at &
The battaliens sut af
purden of the Brig
meed oz in the Q
thet 211 four = jor eantocts with the encmy by units of the
ng during the bettle, 4

st of & med
nescssity ge en eperctisns
ade te insure thot they ecn

N\

~




e

AYLU-HB-C - . 3 April 1966-
SUBISCT:  Combat. Operatdons After action report: (1w(V/RCS/J3/32)

(2) AU imelldremes d2t: canpnavaine -- ica af ancrotion mist
be vade available to the commander,

(3) The Brigade must have “he capability to resupply a unit by
parachute gs during an engagement resupp’r by helicopter may bo impossible or
may result in costly loss of aircraft an® lives,

(4) ALl meams of gathering intelligence in order to determine the
route or routes <f withdrawal of the enewy mst be ufyflized in order that an
effective pursuit car be lumediately initiated aid the enemy destroyed,

(5) It is extremely important that units dig in woll and have
an exteasie security plan te incluaa patrols and LP's in order to provent a
surprise atback,

(6) Reastion fercer mst be committed when sufficient informatien
is available to determine the VC main attack and his most probable route of withe
drawal in order to cut him off 2nd destroy him, Once the reaction force iz com~
mitted 1t mst push the attack aggressively and remain flexible so as o react
®a any enemy acticns. The pursuit mist be initiated as soon as it 1s apparent
that the enemy is withdrawding.

b, Hecommendatione:

(1) That a Psy/Ops team with the capability to give immediate
leaflet and loudspeaker support be av2il:ble in the Bricai-,

, . (2) That a parachute delivery capability be available for imme-
diate use by the Brigade if the necessiiy arrives.

15, COMwiDsR'S AilsLYSIS:

Operation COC'A BEACH reinfor-ilthe belief it small battalion S&D
epcratiaons in the Bri:ade TuOR 2%l more likely to produce contact with a large
VC unit than the lar;= Brigade and Division size operations, The cutstanding
corduct of the defer:e by the 2/28 Infantry, theo. speedy and aggressive reaction
by the 1/16 Infantry and the cutstanding artillery and close air support com-
bined to meke this creration a complete success,

Once it hdd been determined that the 2/28 Infantry was under an attack
by a large VC regimeat, the eriginal plans for Operation COCOA Buia(H were ne
longer applicable and the operation changed from a S&D aperation to a pursuit
and destroy mission., The enemy had been located, The heaviest and most persise
tent attacks on tre 2/28 Infantry perimeter in the early hours of the battle
were comdng from the northeast, Thus, the decision was made to airlift the
1/16 Infantry to the northeast ¢f the battle area in an attempt to cut off VC
escape routes to tae north and east and to place the main VC force hetween the -
2/28 Infantry ard the 1/16 Infantry in order to destroy it. The results preved
this to be a sound decision as the 1/16 Infantry did encounter many groups af
fleeing enemy. Complete destruction of the enemy force was not accomplished as
- the VC units were broken down into mumerous small ,..... vhat fled in all:

directions and eluded their pursuers, B .

On the morning of & March, after analysing all intelligence data
available including reports of POJ's ~=»r*upred in the battle, the dezision was
made to commit the 2/2 Infantry to to: wost of 1h2 baleee crca, It was believed
that a large portion of the enemy far~e may have eccaped to the west and north,
Since it was known tunat the VC hed suffered many cesuadiies, it was hoped that
the 2/2 Infantry’s sweep from the west to the battle area might turn up more
enemy dead and wounded .and rencver atzmvicned VC eculnment, It was realized at
this time that the landiiz of ‘he 2/2 Tufantry w-c ~ ~*» *¢ rut off any force
which may have fled fram +he bai*)= 271 on the fth .2 M-rrh. The main purpose
of landing the 2/2 Infantry cn tho éth waz tn 277 'n searchiig =nd policing the
battle area and in attempting to gain intelligense as to the prcbable locatiom

1
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The decision not to commt the 2/2 Infantry on the
a sound decision because no accurate information as
hdrawal was &vailable on t@e 5th, The commitment

nameuver elsment without adequate intelligence as to the
seation of the enemy force would not have been appropriate.

Operation CLCCa RunCH confirmed that the VG are no match for a US unit

when the VC elect to attack o
the aggressiveness of the US infant

r to stard and fight in force. The tenacity and

ryman when backed up by the tremendmus fire

support available to him remains unbeatable,
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