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CTiNFDENTIAL
1-26 Inf : ,
1-Z Inf (8/0 31 Oct 2 Julls)
114 Inf (Mech) (-) (initially 5~40 Inf (¥ech))

3/B/2=3L Ara g

B/1-4 Cav (-) . .

FPorwaxd Air Contropllers
. Light Fire Teams (Incl 5)
Tastical Air Sorties (Incl 5)
Artillery
D/1-5 Arty 2105)
C/8«6 Arty (155
B/1-5 Arty (105
1 Best I/g?? gL (=) -
A/i-5 Arty (105) (AA 2 Fov @ Tong Le Chon)
Af2=11 Arty (158) (1IFP) (A/0 4 Bav @ Tong Le Chom)

9. (C) Int 1 Enemy forces have been credited for some time with
the capability ol renewing pressure against the 3algon Complex, The intell-
igenoe bulld-up prior to the operstiof indicated the possibiliiy of the lst
NVA Division in the vicinity of the Fishhook irea, Tong Le Chon, and immedi-
ately across tha Casbodisn border. This ayea is astride a madn infiitrstion
route south through ¥ar Zons C lmo the Salzon Complax,

10. (6) W i lat Inf Div lememts under OFCON lst Bde, lst Inf Div,
sstakl ish B Rita, Julie, and Dot from whieh the unite would conduct recon-
nadssante-in-foree and awesp aperations vicinity of the Fishhook Ares to
determine possible pressnce of lzb RVA Division,

] 11, (C) Egecuilon: Operations commenced in the Tong ILa Chon &res on 18
- Oot &8 with the estsblishing of three Fire Support Patrol Bages in the
;. Fishhook Area, :

Disposition of forces For the operation commenced on 16 Oct with reloc-
ation of Hy/laet Bde (Pud) Command Fost from Loe Hinh to a field locatien
near Tong Le Chon vic XT&22810,

At 0930 houre on 18 Dot the 126 Inf {~) was airlifted by rotary wing
ta a logation vic XT546849 neawr which FSPB Dot (ETS540850) vwas established
without, contact. D Btry/l=h Arty {105) and 1 Sect 1/29 Arty (Search Light
Seation) {~) was also lotated at FSPB Dot on 18 Oct. _

The 5-60 Inf (Mech) (~) moved owverlasd to s positdon wie XT500805 at
which PSPE Rlta was established. Units occupying this position wers 3d
Plat KXo B/2-34 Apm, ¢ Btry/8~6 Arty (155), and B Btry/l-5 Arty (105).
Light resistance was encountered by =67 Inf (=) in its overland move,

At 1230 hours the 2-28 Inf (-) conducted an airborne assauwli into
poaitions vic LT523893 near which FSPE Julie {XT4522992) wea established.
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CONFIDENTIAL | .

. On 19 Oet B Trp/l-k Cav astablished posmitions with the lat Bde Fud
CP wvic Tong Le Chon thus complating the initial force disposition for
the oparation, :

On 21 Oct 68 the deaigastion of the 5-60 Inf {Mech) was changed to the
1-16 Inf (¥ech) and the undt will be referred to by thal designation in the
remainder of this merrative, In addition, the designation 1-16 Inf (Mech)
has besen used throughout in other portisns of this report to avoid confusion.

There was sporadic and scattered light activity in the operational srea
during the pariod 18-25 Det, as the unita comtinited with recomnaissance-in-
force and night amtmph pativl operations in an attempt to locate and establish
contact with the ensmy,

In one event of particular mote on 21 » 8% approximately 1000 hre, a
Long Range Patrol under OPCON of the 2-28 Inf established contact with an
eotimeted 15 WO during which 3 K were reported as Ki4, In atieupting to .
extract the team, a D recsived groumd fire which resulted o fts eub-
gequent erash vig XT511900, The oragh resulted im the denth of the eatire
crevw and patrol, a total of 10 US persommal.

On 25 Oct saveral eventa occured which served as a preliminary to one
of the two most signlficant engegements of the operstion. CGCommensing at
2200 hours, Hal fires from D Btry/L-5 Arty from FIPB Dot resulted in 128
secondary explesions thmoughout the night vie XT504901 to XT5AH00., In
addition elements of the 2-28 Inf firing flwm mortar BRI fire during the
same evening observed 12 secondary explosiens vie XT530836, Throughout
the evening an ajrborne forward aiy caontroller rTeportad extensive vehloular
traffic on the Cambodisn side of tha bopder in the aresa of these secondary
explosions. His report describsd the sight a3z one "ressmbling a freewsy in
heavy use during darkness,” :

On 23 Oet the Section of Search Lights I Btyy/29 Arty was transferred
from FSPE Bot %o YSPB Rilta,

On 26 Oet the 1=156 Inf (Mech) concluded operations in the Tong Le Chon
apren and powvixd sverland to GQvan Loi,

One of the two most eignificant engagements of the cperation comzenced
early in the morping 26 Qet when the 2-28 Inf at F3PB Julle came under ensvy
mortar aml ground attack commencing approximately 0100 hours. The enemy
penstrated the FSPE perimetsr wire but was repelled at approximately 0215
hours. Jporadic but lntense fighting continued until 0430 hours when the
enany was agaln successful in penetrating the position but was repulsed
almost immediately, Wiih this conbact broken at 0435 hours, sporadic comtact
conbinued throughout the day of 26 Oot sa the umlt searched the area of the
previous averning's engagelsnts locating 80 VO XIA, 26 AK 478, 3 CHICOM NGs,

3 RPG lsunchers, and 5 B40 rds withim and immediately adjacent to the per-
imeter, Agsin during the late evening of 26 Oct at approximately 200 hours,
the enamy asttempted to breach the F3PB perimeter with a ground attack whieh
was repulsed. A later searoh of the ares revealed an additlonal 25 W KIA
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CONFDENTIAL

from this cntact. Four VO prisoners were takem during the day. Total
casualties of the 222 Inf from the various contacts of 26 Ost were 8 us

KIA and 33 US WIA,

On the moming of 30 Oct the 2-28 Inf was replaced at FIPE Julie Ly
the l-2 Inf at 0745 hours,

On 3 Oct while condusting recommaissance-in-force operations vic of
F3PB Julie elements of the 1«2 Inf engaged an unknown size sneny force vic
XT514892. The contact was smpported by light fire teams, artillery, and
tactical asirstrikes and broke shortly thereafter, At 1400 hours contact
vas regained with an sutimeted platoon sized enemy eolement. Agein supported
by artillery and 1light fire tesms, tlia contact broke at 1530 hours. OCum~
ulative U3 casualtiés for the enzagements wille 5 US WIA while 25 WU were
killed by the 1-2 Inf elements and angther 17 killed by airstrikes,

On 1 Fov &t 1530 hours the 2-28 was reinseried into the Tong Le Chon area
to conduct operations cut of FSPB Rita. . :

Throughout 1 Nov FSFB Rita was mubjected to intense shalling by enemy
with RPG, mortar and rocket fire along with several ground probes. The
artillery at the FSFB was usad in 8 direct fire role against the cnemy
ground attacks. Artillery, light fire teams, and tactical air strikes
supported throughout the day., In addition to the armor, artillery, and
searah light units previously listed at the FSPB, alec inclvded st this
time were B Trp/led Cav (=) and the 228 Inf whioch arrived during the day.
Total U3 casualties for all el ements included 12 EIA and 54 WIA while 5
ACAVs and 2 155mm howitzers werse slsc heavily damsged. The enemy lost 27

VG KIA (BC).

Sporadie, light contact contimmed around the FSPBa until 8 Nov when
‘ FAPB Julie was disestablished Ly l-2 Inf.

On 2 Rev the 30th Rangers (ARVH) were gommitied in the operational area
and established positions vic ITé28418, :

On 3 Nov 3/B/2-34 Arm waa withdrewp from FSPB Rita and A/2-11 Arty (155)
(1IFF) wag located with lst Bde Fwd GF yio XT622820,

On 9 Nov the 2-28 disestablished posjbions at FEPB Rite along with B/1-5
Arty (103), '

On 10 Hov PEPB Rita wes disestabliched when elements at that location
(B2~ Cav (), C/6=6 Arty (155), 1 Sect 1/ 3L (-)) moved to locatdons

accupied by the lst Bds Pwd Cormand Post., In addition the 1-26 Inf was
replaced in FS'B Dot by the 36 Rangers (ARVK).
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CONFIDENTIAL »

Gombat After Action Interview

Interviewees: Captain Richard L. Rogers, Commanding Officer, Company C,
24 Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, Lieutenant Joseph G.
Montoya, lst Platoon leader, Company C, 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st
Infantyy Ddvision,

Interviewer: Major William W. Campion, 075523, 17th Military History Det-—
achment, lst Infamtry Diviaion,

CAMPION: This interview is being conducted with Captein Richard L. Rogers,
mng Officer, Company C, 24 Battalion, 28th Infanmtry, on the 18th of
Hovember 1948, The interview has tc do with the operations of his unit in
and around the srea of Tong Le Chon during the period 18 October 1962 to 10
November 1968, Captaln Rogsrs assumed command of Company C on ihe 24th of
August 1968, Captain Rogers, I wonder 1l you would describe a little bit of
this operaticn to us?

BOGERS: On 18 October our Battalion air assaulbed into an LZ which later
became our HUP location there at Julle, We had plammed to go in at approx-—
imately moon, however, bad weather and aircraft availability pushed us back
much later, and we ... started our air insertion arcund 1430 and it was
completed after 1500 hours. The LZ was mot an idsal LZ as thers was a lot
of high brush on the LZ and each of our loads that went in had tc move in
in the stagger trail formation and find a location. We finally were all on
the ground and began preparing our night defensive position around 1600
whith gave us about 30 mimites after we got on the ground to get organiszed
and actually start our preparations, We worked that night preparing our
positions, clearing fields of fire, until 0330 on the 1%th, At that time
we had completed getting out our wire and conplating our overhead cover and
completed our bunker positions themsalves, The next day we contlmied to
improve our positions, which was the 19th of October, and ws worked all that
day on the preparations for these positions, since ocur mission was to lure
the NVA in that area into atbacking us in our NDP.

CAMPION: Can you tell us at this point, Captain Rogers, what other units
gogupied the fire support base with you?

BUGLRS: Sir, this was not an actual fire support base, as such, because we
did net have artiliery, We only had our organic weapons of the Battalien,
We also had our Alpha Company and Bravoe Company, plus our Battaelion CP, Our
Headquarters Company element was in thers with us, We, as I say, worked on
the RUP an the 18th and 19th, preparing it, cutting fields of fire, having
apeeial ... engineer LZ clearing teams come in to sel charges and blow some
of the large trees and to cover up some of the bomb strike areas ao that we
wouldn't have hunps so that we could have good flelds of fire. On the 20th
we started RIF operations in the area, We would move oud esrly in the morn-
ing end come in late in the evening, &hecking out the area trying to detar-
mine enery activity, possible base camps, end general signs of VW movement.
oOAY yrtB in
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Combat After Action Interview: CPT Rogers & Lt Montoya contimued.

|

We had negative significamt findings except for (enemy) scout patrols. We
knsw they were cheoking out our NDP on both the 20th and Zist. However, on
the 21st there was a helicopter shot down while We were on cur RIFy and
when we closed the EDP ebout 1630, we went back to our positions to prepare
for our night time activities and we got a notice to move out to the crash
aite ta secure the aireraft, It was at this time we were put in the lead,
Charlie Company, with Alpha Company going with us (and) Bravo Company stay-
ing back to securs the NDFP itself, As we moved out to the west of the NIP
approximately 600 meters with my first platoon as the point of my company,
Lieutenant Montoya's plstoon overran a small RPG outpost team of three men.
Quick resotions on his part and an aggressive action, I might add, by them
with a quick base of fire ... (helped them overrun) mad kill these thres
VC, taking negetive casuslties on ocur part st that time, ¥We did draw add-
itionad fire from what I estimated 48 a squad of ten man, possibly as many
ag fiftesn. This was ¢oming from acrose & stream bed that was directly to
our front., I mansuvered my second platoon up to cover, while I attempled
to move Lientenant Montoya's plabtcon across the stream bed te the other
side. I was able to get one sguad acrouss, and then I went ahmad and moved
the rest of his platoon mcroes. ... At this time they picked up bunkers
and heavy movement on the other side. 1 felt ... it necessary at this time
to check in with Colonel (LTC) Coffes and te)ll him that I felt we were going
into a base camp and fortified positions and that it would be necessary

for us to pull back and hit this area with some of our big stuff, a.rtillar;r
and airstrikes,

CAMPION: Also present here at this time is Lieutenant Joseph G, Fontoya,
the Firat Platoon leader of Companmy C, whom Capiain Rogers referred to a
moment ago.

MONTOYA: When wa left the base camp to securs this downed chopper, I felt
sure We wers going to hit something on the way up there as my platoon was
in the lead., We were espacially alert at this time, and becausse of this,
I think, this ia why we picked up these thres V€ and killed them before
thay could fire a shot at us, We spotited them from about 75 meters away.
At fivst we just spotted the zrass woving., As we moved up my right flank
spotted the actual VO, and they opened up. The V¢ allowed almost a whole
squad to wglk by them so they must of been asleep or loafing., Afisr we
killed these VC, we sent my first squad across; and they picked up move-
ment, and then we brought them back so that we could bring in sons (air-
abrikes) and some artillery, ... When we pulled sy squad back across I
checked ocut the ihree dead V&, noticed one man had his pants rolled up,
and there were no seratches on his legs or anything of that sort, So I
knew that they couldn't have moved to far without getting some scratches
or somsthing, or if they had moved alomg distance, he would of had his
pants rolled down, 8o I reported to Captain Rogers that fact that there
misi be a base camp near by, and this 1s when he reported it to the Batt-
alion Commander,
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CONFIDENTIAL

Combet After Action Interview: CFPT Rogers & Lt Montoya comtimaed.

CANPIQON:z A}l right, Captain Rogers, 1 wonder if you could carry on now
from these events whieh occured on the 21st7

ROGERS: The sigrnificance of ths action on ths sk, I felt, wes the fact
that it was a RPGC team, and also the next day we had negative setivity st
all. YHowever, onh the 234, cur HDP was probed and hit in the Brave Company
sactor which was the northern portion of the RDP, Their company streangth
was well down, and they had a small portion of the NUP. We had a very
large RPG and mortar atteck, primarily RPG rounde, fired with deadly acc-
uracy into our RIP from just outside. As I say, thle was two days later
on the 23d, The 24th we had negative activity. 3o based on the fact that
ws had activity or would have had actiwvity I felt on the Zlst (which) we
disrupted by overrunning this outpost or this RPC toam, ... (with) the
additional activity we had on the 23rd, the night of the 25th when I brief-
ed oy platoon leaders I told them 1 felt that the VC had set a pattern of
every other night and to be especially alert that night snd make sure that
when we sent our LPs out that we did have good persomnnel on LF. ... Also
I put one of my best squad lesders from the 2d platoon in charge of the
ambush patrol that we had out that night, This ambush patrol was locatsd
about 450 meters west of the NMDP; and a8 a result of this AP belng ocut,
they did, during the course of the cantact on the nighi of the 25th or
early rorning of the 26th, provide us with good information. Fowevsr, it
turned cut to be a real hindrance to us in that 1t eut off a lot of our
supporting fires that could of bsen used, elose air support, artillery,
what hawe you, that we could have uged pright in on the wirs had we not
had this ambush patrol out,

CAMPION: ALl right, at this point Captain Rogers will discuss the events

which tock place on the evening of 25 Octobar and the seerly morning of 26

Oetober. These are the ovents which are most significant durdng this time

iraxé:e as far sz his unit is concernsd in this operation in and arcund Tong
@ Ghon,

GOGERS: Sinte the terrain in this area was heavily wooded, jungle primarily,

and the most open area around was to the west which cawe directly into my
company sector, I felt and alsc Colonsl Coffee falt like this was the most
likely avenue of approach into our MDP., This (is) because they did have
ea5¢ of movement up to the MDP, lot necessarily was it the best approach
from the wire into the HDP but definitely up to the location of the KDF
they could move troops in much eloser and faster., The night of the 25th
started off like a routine night, We were firing our H&I fires amd to the
northeast of the NOP. We got some secondary (explasions) out of our art-
1llery H&I fires. They also picked up a (VC) unit by mistake on the radio
evey and the inberupter told us thare Was a unit that was receiving artill-
ery firs ... From this it was determined that we wera actually hitting a
unit in some tyre of sither move or base camp with cur artillery fire. we
had a mumber of secondary explosions, the examct murber I couldn't begin to
tell you, and there was some question absul how many we actually 4id have
bub there were-a large nupher of sacordary explosiona. This was at approx-
ipately 2130 hours to 2200 hours. w&e had nearly nothing from then umbil
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CONFIDENTIAL

Combat After Action Interview: CPT Rogers & Lt Montoya continuaed.

aporoxinately 0030 when the Alpha Company LPs reported some movement. In
addition, Alpha Company was on the east and ran from the south up to the
northeast of the Battalion NDP, which made them on my left. My LPs began
picking up movement shortly afterwards, At approximstely 0100 hours on
cha 26th we had the attack come. They were firing RPG, 75mm recowllesa
rifles, ... At the time we were unable to tell bescause of the amount of
fire that was coming in that they were 75s. We did know that they were
big. We thouzht though that they were RPG~7s at that time, The atiack
contimied primarily with mortars and RPC's until about 0230 I would say
with very little actual aggressive assault on the NDP. 1 was forced to
pull back my LPs because of the movement that was arcund them and coming
in. They were actually cutting the wires on the claymores. ... #We had
our pecple holdingz the claymore wire tight sc they could detect this if
the wires were cut or if the "Victor Charlie¥ started playing with the
wires or attespting to turn them sround on them. We did have several bang-
alore torpwdnss brought up along the wire and we had alot of movement out
in front of the wire, 1In one location we were having trouble getting to
begcause a large tree that we had eut down and had mot been able to move
out of the area because of the sige. It was about four feet 1In diamster,
and we had eut it up btut bhad not been able to get it out. They were using
this to shield their movement up Lo the wire. I had moved the wire culside
of the tree to inelude the tree inside the NDF or inside the wire. We got
two bangelore Lorpedcoes in the wire in this general vicinity which opened
large gapa in the wire., %We continued to fire in this area because we felt

1like they would be coming in through there and from the south where ny first

platoon was located. The VO, although I felt like they wouwld hit us in mass
charges, did not attempt to come at us in mess charges as such. They canme
in small groups, thres nan cells or two groups of three to five or six men,
and this was the way we were picking thez up coming into the wire. We did
not heve enough luminationg 3o they were able to aneak through the wire
and get up in cleser than we liked, However, I did mot feel that there

was such a2 significant force that it was worthwhills %o pop our ¢claymores,

1 mean they were small groups, and I felt like we wpuld nesd our claymores
if they did hit us with a mass attack., 50 we used cur hand grenades and
¥16s plus M79s with only one machine gun firing during the entire attack.
Based on the smell groups, I just didn't feel like it was werthwhile to

glve away the locations ef ny automatic weapons. This contirmed for several
hours up until about D430 when, (since) we had had so much activity ineide,
»++ Doth the Colonel and myself felt that it was necessary that we sweep
the sector up to the wire and elther push cut or kill or capture any VC

that were inside the wire. Otherwise they could be setting satchal charges
and what have you right up on our bunkers,

CAMPION: 411 wight, Captein Hogers, we'll pause at this point and hand
this over to Lisutenant Montoya who may have a few remarks, comments, and
observations to add at bhis vime, '

HWONTOIA:  Prior to sweeping our company sector, one of the big hindrances
we noticed in the company sestor was {(that) we had three boub craters that

by
CONFIDENTIAL

|

ECLASSIFED -
BT é é
A, D.‘I[;l ——

m%m
W.’ e

!l




CONFIDENTIAL

Combat After Action Ioterview: CPT Hogers & Lt Montoya continued.

were right in front of my platoon sector; and during this time the VC were
crawling into thess bomb craters and throwing hand grenades from inside of
the bozb eraters. In order to silence Lhem we used our hand grenades and
¥M79s; and in this bomb erater we killed, I believe, 11 V0 in this one bomb
crater which was no more than ten feet in front of our bunker., So they did
in fact get within reaches of our cleywmores, and this i3 anothar resson why
it would of done no goed to blow the c¢laymores,

CAMPION: Lieutenant Montoya, since you were actually on the rperimster at
the time of the attack, I wonder if you could speak for a moment here about
illumination amd actually what you wars able Lo see as the attasck progressed?

MORTUYA: During the attack we had very little illumination, tut while there
vas illumination up we could see some W crawling in. ... we had a2 water
trailer in our company sector. Alse we noticed some VO erawling up to the
water trailer, so I went aver to the mortar pits and had one of the wortars
fire thair mortars on the water trailer and bring thews in as elose as 25
meters from our position. But, as far as illumination and what We were

avle te see, it was almost nill until they were right inside the bomb erater,
Then we could see the VO popping their heads up every mow amd then to throw
their hand grenades and fire their AKs over. In this case the VC/NVA were
using mostly hand grenades during the assault; bubt they were firing AKs, and
also thay had some aubtomatic weapons. I don't know what they are called,
but they were using quite a bit of small arms fire at this time,

CAMPION: All right, Captain Rogers, we'll pass it back to you mow, and you
can plck it up where you left off hefore,

BOGERS: As Lieutenant Yontoya mentiocned, the mortars did a tremendous Job.
»»+ Bocause of our limited support that we were able to ¢all in because of
our ambush patrol that was out, cur mortars did a tremendous job; and we were
berrowing ammnition from the other companies because they had negetive
activity in their sectors, The mortars, as Liesutenant Montoys mentioned,
ware brought up within 25 meters or less of our front line position and did

a2 tremendous Job throughout. We also brought them up within 25 neters of

ay ambush patrol which I naglicted to mention earlier. The ambush patrol

wag contimally reporting the movement of fresh trvops up to the south of
their location toward the HDP, and to the north of them they were hauling
out wounded and dead, These ram in groups of anywhere from thirty to fifty
people at a time that they eould pick up moving. Bacause ihere wers only

12 wen out on the ambush, I told them mot to pop ths ambush because of the
distance that these units were out and also because of the fast that it would
ke so difficult to get out to them until we did have a complete picture of
the situation. As it turned out though, one NVA walked directly into the
ambush apd they shot him, A few minutes later, a second walked directly into
the ambush, they alse killed——shot--this NVA, However, as he fell, he
pullsd the pin on a grenade; and we took one killed and two wounded in the
ambush position. 7This presented an additionel problem to us as to how to

get out cur wounded znd, to me, as how best to get them out without taking
additlonal casualties and (how) to pull them out and still try to save the

CONFIDENTIAL
4=5

]

L
ps
Mithealty
) HA, Dol

B2IS

CCLASGIFIED * »

T -

|




CONFIDENTIAL

Combat After Aetion Inmterview: CFT Rogers & Lt Montoya contimmed.

men who were wounded and going into shock. This was also a problem With
our Illumination. Even thouh we felt that we needed illumination, we
algso had to do what we felt was best for all of our units that were out.
Alpha Company atill had their LPs owi in the position, and each company
had out their ambush patrol, and we did not want to disclose their locat~
ions. ..., Firing illumination in the NDP with the closs proxinity of
these smbush patrols and our LP8 outside the wire, we felt, ..., would be
disastercus to these sleaments, 50 we tyied to reach a heppy medium of
some illumination yet not so much 1llumination that it was just like day~
light to disclose these locatfons. The attack cortdmed until .., after
we gorpleted the swsep in our sector which was (started) around 0430 ...
It must of been 5 o'clock when it was completed, I had Lieulenant Montoya's
platoon move out the south of the perimster heading west to link up with
my AP ard bring them back. With thres casualties and only nine healthy
mon, & didn*t feal like that they could bring in their casualties without
giving up a1l security since all of them were litver patienta, At thls
time the first platoon with sk . Msmtoys moved outaide the wire (and)
hit a slement outeida the wire approximately 50 to 75 meters to the west
of the WDP. He called in and reporied this Lo me--Lhat there were a lot
¢f troops, several that they had saeen, several that they had killed--and
ab this time I decided to pull him back into the ¥DP before atiempling to
recover the asbush patrol.

CAMPIUN: Lieuwtenant Kontoys, do you have something you wish to add at this
time?

HONTOYA: Yes, At this time when we went sut to link up with the ambush
patrol, as Captain Rogers said, we were 50 to 75 meters out when we hit a
elqment that may hava bgen trying to come into the wirs also. I took one
wounded man therey and as we were pulling back, I also notieed that ...
the NVA or VC had their mortars sat up spproximately 150 to 200 nebers
outelde the wire, and I could see the flashes from the mortar tubes poppling
up. Ab this time I reported this to Gaptain Rogers and also shot 2 azimmth
to the mortars and had our mortara fire on them which I belleved silenced
ther right sooun. '

RuG£RS: 1'd like to add here that, by woving the first platcon and their
acticns outside the wire hitting this group, I am coavineed that it did
disrupt a last attack for that morning that thay had planned. It took them
complately by surprise, caught them off guard, and also silemced all in-
combng heavy stuff that they had boih their RPGs, 75 recoilless rifles,

ard &s and 823 that wers coming into the MDPF, I went ahead and pulled
the first platcon back inside the NOP to walt for full daylight and also

to not have a cross fire started between two linking up elements in contact.
¥y AP reported that the men were in pretty good condition. They had
settled down after approximately three hours out there in this conditian
now, and basically I felt like the bast thing for everyone was to wait
urtil we had the situation well at hand and enough light to see, After
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Combat After Action Interview: OCPT Rogers & Lt Montoya contimed.

pulling the first platoon back in, we contimed to fight with the sporadic
contact that we were having wp until that time., We had slso during the
sweap pleked up approximately 15 to 17 weapona-three machine guns and sbout
12 to 14 AKs and RPGs., We did pick up one prisonsér. ... I called the
interpreter down from Battalion to come and interrogate him, and he reported
that thers were 20 men in the attack on the NDP which I knew was false
because we had nearly that many bodies that we had physically stspped over.
I insisted that the interrogation continue of the priscner. ... As it
contimued, we slso picked up two additional priscners, correction: three
additionsl prisoners, who were wounded in the swesp in front of our secior
still prior ta daylisght,

CAKPION: Captain, in the reports, the officlsl reports, that came back
on Shis contact, one of these prispners was identified as a NVA officer.
Did you confirm that or do you have any information regarding that?

ROGERS: Yes, He did turn out to bs a Company Commander of one of the
elecsnts that was involved in the contast. Alsc the following morning,
later in the morning when we were sweeping ... our company secior, I did
come across a Beitalion Compander who had been killed, and (I} was able

to get the operation plan from him. He had it on him, His aide was still
with him at that time and refused to be taken alive, We were a little
stunnsd ai the tenacity of these VC/NVA that wera wounded and trapped.

They knew they were trapped. They pulled the grenades at close range,
fired on us, opened up on us at extremely close range, 5 to 10 feet in _
several instances, Lieutenant Montoya's platoony whan he went out to recover
the AP at appreximately 0700 hours, had numercus contacts ewven in daylight
getting out to the ambush site, Lieutenant Montoya's platoon was able to
recover the awbush, as I say, killing beiween 12 and 17 VC in thelr sove
out thers. There were also a number of VO that had been killed around the
ambush site which We were unsble to count because 1y primary emphssis then
was on getting our wounded back-the two Wounded who were in shogk. One VG
threw two grenades at Lisutenant Montoys and his radlo-operator (where) his
fast reactions saved a number of his Lroops, He returned the grenades,
They got into a grenade pitehing contest, and he was able to knock this
{man) aut with only he and his radio-cperator taking sghrapnal from the
grenades,

CAMPION: Lientenant Montoya, since you did accompany the unit moving out
to the AP mite, I wondesr if you could provide us some of your descripticn
of that evenit?

MORTCYAt During our second rove to try to 1ink up with the ambush patrol,
we finally accomplished this, However, we did make a lot of contect on
tre way out there as Captain Rogers sald. There wers sevaral VC in ons
bomb erster. However, most of them were dead. There wera some that were
stidl alive, bubt they were still trying to get at thelr grenades am we came
up on them, They were wounded, bul they were stlll trying to pull the
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Combat After Action Intarviewt CPT Rogers & Lt Momtoya coptimued.

grenades on us. When we were pulling back with the ambiish putrol, wy
radic operator and I were bringing up the rear because %he others had their
hands full., ... &t this time cne of ny mem mentioned to ma that therae
were some dead NVA in another bomb crater, At this time I went over to
chegk it out, and I wae about 1D feet away from tho bomb crater when ihe
NVA pulled the pins on two grenades and threw them at me and my radip-
operator. ... his also demonstrates the tenaclty of these troops~the
NVA-~because At this time he knew he was completely cutmumbered and it
would have taken mothing, almost nothing, for us to surround hi=m. ...
He ¢ould of given himself up, but instead he tried to carry on and ki1l
a3 BALY trocps && he could with himself,

CAMPION: I wonder 1f you could describe rewl gquickly here~it's 3 good
point to cdo it-~-howW these people were dressed?

MONTOYA: These people were dressed inethey looked more less like our
statsside fatigves. ... Some of them were kackl in eolor, some of them
wers real light gresn, somas of them wera wesring steel pots, and they were
all, ~ost of them, carrving AK 47's, However, there wers a few that were
carrying rolls of wire for tlaymores ar to set off charges of some kind
_that were almost 200 fewt long I would say. Theay looked like just a ball
of wire con their backa, .

CAMPION: In genaral, Were theay young soldiers or older soldiers in agel

MONTOYA: I would say they were mostly young soldiers. HNone of them that
I saw looked very old. I would say they were &ll betwesn the ages of 18,
19’ a‘ld 22, ZBQ

CAMPION: A1l right, Captain Rogers, I vonder if you can carry on from here?

ROGERS: Upon Lieutepant Monboyala return with bis platoon to the HEDP, he
wag evacuated, 3o from here on I']11l cover the events of that day as we
went out Lo swesp our sector and to attempt to reeover or to capture agy
doowmerts that would asaist us in evaluating what size foree wa were up
againat plus any other inmtelligence information that we could gain. 1
briefed my people in particular based on the reports that my firat platoon
had sent back, plus what I had seen, telling them to be exbremely careful
about moving into ¢losed up aress and to use their hand grenades to cheek
cul. an area before moving into it if they couldn't physically sse in Lhe
area, I wanted to take any prieoners that we could. Howevar, 1 did want
to attempt to prevent any casualties, nsedleas casusliles, that I felt from
peopla whe were trapped and were willing to glve everything to the W cause.
S0 for that reason wa did & lot of reconning-by-fire as we swept. However,
this did not prove totally successful, ... I mentloned earlier that I was
able to find a Battslion Commander and (in) atleast three other cases we
trisd to get individuals to come out and surrender snd they refused to do
so. They just stayed in thers and either fired back or attempted to pull
zreanadas, snd to eliminate thess we were forcad to shoet them or throw hand
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Combat After Aetion Interview: CPT Rogers & Lt Montoya eontinuad.

‘granades in to knock them out so we could comtimie our sweepa. In our

ewpap we were only able to coxplete about 250 meters cutzide which was
where wWe started in the area to the scuth where we had pickad up the

mortar fire and returned the mortar fire. At that locatlon we also plcked
up 2 medium caliber machine gun apd mumerous bodies, I ean't recell the
total in that area but they had bsen completely blown apart by both

wortar fire and the E~T9s which we had fired from the NUP into that lecation.
I was amamed st the number of V¢ that were actually killed with small arms
fire. My estimate ran as high as 65 to 70 per cent of the VG (who) were
actually killed with amall ermg fire from our KUP of the troops actually
attacking., HNow az you got farther out away from the perimeler thers were
the elements that wers killed with our morkars and also the ¥-~79s but I
had never seen this many W that were killed strictly by small arms, ...
When 1 say small arms, as I mentioned earlier, this 1s not sutomatlc weapons
fire, I'm talking about M-14 fire., I would say atleast 45 to 50 that I
sav had been shot with M-16 fire, for figures. We were forced to pull

back [rom the sweep without being able to complete it that day because of
tiwe and some casualties that we had taken in real thick baxboo after losing
two of wmy platoon leaders. Ons had been pulled back on R&R plus one,
Lisutenant Montoya, ... had been wounded, .., Two BE-7s (were) rumning
thesa platecons, .., I lost one of thes plus 5 additional troope wounded
and or killed. We had 80 many people tied up carrying weapons, equipment,
and wounded that a 35 man force out thers was not sufficent to conbimue the
sWesp. A3 I aay, we were loaded down anyway, and we eculd not bring back
all the equipment that we had fomnd. After pulling back into the NDP we
had a lot of work to do in edkinuing our improvement of our XDF which we
contirme to do as long 2e are in & NOP., ... That night we were hit again
ap was felt would certainly happen., ... They would come back te recover
their dead if nothing else, and the action started at about 1930 that even~
ing. They started hitting us with both mortars and RPGs agsin, primarily
again coming from our sector. .., We wére able to hold this off and I only
had to pull baek two of my LPa., The third I waa able to keep inm position,
which told ue exactly where the attack was coming from .... They presented
no serious threal to us, mor even got close to the wire, thanks to our
stariight scopes and our good 1llumifmidion and supporting fires that night
singe we did not have out any LPs on the might of the 26th,

CAMPIOM: Let me interject one or two questions here at this point, The
firgt of those is that it appears throughouit the sttacks during the evening
25 Octoberwearly morming of 246th October, and the asttack on the evening of
26th October, that the main VO/NVA effort was in your company sector and
not in the other company sectors within the Battelion. Can you coenfirm
and comment on that-mumber one, HNumber two-the second attack, the one of
the evening of 26 Detober, appaars to have conformed almost identically,
perhapes mot quite as strong, with the one of the previcus evening., It
appears the VC/HVA showed very little desire to change thair attack plan
or to approach you from a different direction. Is that true and can you
eomment on that?
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Combat After Action Interview: CPT Rogers & Lt Montoya continued,

RUCBR3: Reference to both of these questions, I found no change at all.
They even sttempted to move back into the same location to set up their
mortars, However, I was covering that with H&I fires plus had preposit-
joned defcons (defense concentrations) located on that area, They hit us
in exactly the same location and only slipped off, I think to a mistake
on their part, into Braws's Company sector to the north, They just got
misoriented a little but in trying te find the location they ¢ould break
through., They accldently moved over and hit a littlse pore from the north-
wegt than from the west and scuthwest,

CAMPION: Now Captain Rogers will carry on from thie polnt and cover in
general summery form, I suppose, the events that surpass¢f during the
remainder of the time that you were engaged in this operation.

BOGERS: We continued our daytime RIFes and had tremendous eupporting fires
each night after the night of the 25bh because we had, saa 1 say, kept our
embush patrols in instead of putting them out, ... We got just fantastle
supporting fires from both artillery and our alrstrikes and gunshipe alse
that worked the area and actually straffed slong the wire of the NDP, The
RiFa the following days were primarily company sised RIFs with our companies
down at much smaller strength., (It) presented a problem of control because
of the loss of my ... squad leaders and platoon sergeants, However, the
troops kept pushing and did a tremendous Job of Just fighting 24 hours a
day, you might szy, becauae thsre was no rest at night, We had activity
every night, plus pushing all day. (It) really became a probliem to try to
get. the troops golng. However, they did rise the ocoasion I made a

comment the other day that probably expresses my feelings the best, It's
really sasy to lead a bunch of tigers and this is the way the troops put
out for me, end it made my job much easier.

CAMPION: Lieutenant Montoya, let's gst a comment from you here. There is
one thing we haven't covered yet, and that ia some deseription of the man~
ner in whlch this NDP was set up. Can you give us 4 idea of its sise and
of the type poaitions from which your people were fighting during the
defense of the RDP?

¥As The sise of the perimeter was rather smell for a battalion size
perimeter. It was approximately 150 to 200 meters across and esch compauy
had approximately eighteen positions per compkny. .., The way these posit-
ions were built would conform to the standard type positiona that are alweys
built in the ist Infantry Division such as the two firing ports at &5 degrea
angles and with at least two layers of sandbags for overhead cover, but
after the attack mors sankbags were added to this, Also we had a double
thickness of sandbags around our sleeping positions. However, during the
attack most of the fighting was done from behind the positions and not from
inside. The positions wers used mostly as cover to get away from the EPG
rounds and portar rounds, but most of the 79s and hand grenades and M-16s
were fired from outside the positions.
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CAMPION: Let me ask you one more guestion here, Captain Rogers. Do you
think that it was the intent of this enemy force to completaly overrun and
eliminate, so to speak, your NDP, or do you think it was his intent to
perhaps inflict the meximum mumber of casualties without any real thoughits
toward overrunning the EDP? I ask this question because of your commamis
_regarding the size and method in which he attacked, that is, swall units
and oclusters of individuals which repeatedly followed each othsr in.

1 8ir, it is ey belief that the Vi were attempting to get elements
inside the KDP to knoek ocut some of our front line positions prior to
mounting & large scale attack, I base this on the fact that the reports
of my ambush patrol that was out, the mumber of troops that were in the
area, plus also the large groups of ¢asualtles thet we found assembled
outslde, well outside, the NDP that never got up into the ..., #mall arms
fight. This alsoy the way that they came in, the charges that they were
carrying--satechel charges, grenmadea, mumerous bangalore torpedoes-—in-
dicate, all indicate, to me that they were attempting to overrun the ROP,
.+« Thay were just not able to mwount an attack because of the fire that
we were putting out and the fact that our mortars were covering the area
oo well in and arcund the wire., ... They eculdn't get up c¢lose emough to
get their entire unit cormitted. We found no radios at all, even with the
battalion command group that we found, which is an indication te me that
they just lackad coordination and ability to adjust., .., Units were directly
under the leadership of small units, and these small unit leaders probmhly
fall down from the velocity of the fire,

CAMPION: ¥hile you mention the point of this Battalion Commander, you did
also mention that he had the attack plan on him which you were able to
secure, I wonder if you could comment brisfly here on what you saw in that
attack plan, if you did get a readout on it, and what information that
revealed to you regarding the enemy intention.

ROGERS: The operation plan was drawn on paper with ink., It was mt a
Arerican type overlay ns we use nor was there a map with 1t, However, it
did show threa forces converging on the NOP from the west, hitting directly
into my sector with the--correstion, from a little bit northwest on about a
300 degree azimmth from the center of our FDP and to about & 140 azimmth
with the entire attack coming from that, It also showed some supporting
peeitions whigh I have alrsady mentloned here. ‘

CAMPION: Lieutenant Montoya, from the stanipoint of a plateon leader in-
volved in this action and as an individual who was most direetly involved,
I wonder if you could give us a comment or two regarding the eapability
ard s3bility of the individual soldier, the individuel American soldier,
88 you saw him conduet himself during this engagement,

FORTOTA¥ As 1 see¢ my own men, the onea that I was with out thare on this
operation, if the rest of the troops in &11 of Vietnam or the Army are
anywhere like my men, I think there ths best damn troops in the world, but
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Combat After Action Interview: CFT Bogers & Lt Montoya contimued.

they also have emotlons as was shown later on when several of thelr
buddies ware killed or wournded. Bul they weren't afraid all the time
they were out there. .

CAMPION: And, Ceptatin Bogers, I think probably a most appropriste question
to ask you here to conclude this would be to have you provide us with ¥hat
you consider the most eignificant lesson leerned from your stamipoint as a
Company Commander during this single engagement? .

HAERS: There were two algnificant teaching points for me, and also
€olonel Coffee and I had discussed this, The £irst (is) that a ambush
patrol should definitely be atleast 1000 meters out fron amther unit =
that you can get supperting artillery in between these units. Also the
most difficult thing for me as a Gompany Commandar was to suddenmly be
without your platoon leaders-without your key psrsomnel, amd having to

push the people to a point that they do begin to bresk, and kmowing that
you've got to keep pushing to keep tham alive even though no matier what
your personnal feelings are. Iou've just got to keep pushing, and they
all look to you to see how your holding up. And the young E-5s that we
have mat ... put cut and they've got to drive, 7This is the hardest thing
when the troops are tired. When the going get tough, then the tough have
to gel going. They really have to push; and if mothing else also I found
that the harder that you can bs on them at 2 tiwe like this, yet fair, this
is when your real leaders and signifieant people within the company really
blossem to the front, In nany cases this turned out to be PFUs that I
moved up as squad leadars over & BCO because he could do the Job regardless
of nia rank., He could deo the job, and I think you have to kmow your people
and be able to recogniee thies and s@e who they are looking to and who will
push themj because this is what 16 going to keep them alive, and this is
what they are locking for,

GAMPION: Thie interview has been conducted with Captain Richard L. Rogers,
the Commanding Officer, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Irnfantry, and
Lieutenant Joseph G, Mpntoya, 1st Flatoon Leadsr, Company ¢, 2nd Battallon,
26th Infanbry, aml has to do with the operations of their units in and
around the area of Tong Le Chon during the period 18 Qctober 1968 to 10
Rovember 1968,
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