YALOROUS UNIT AvARD

20 BATTALION, 281N INFANTAY, )4T INFANTRY DIVISION

CITATION

THE VALOROUS WNIT

18T IRFANTRY DIVISION, UNITED STATE] ARMY FOR E(TRAORDINARY HERCLIM IN
THE REPUBLIQC OF VIETNAN ON § MAlQH 1966, THE 20 BATTALION, 370 INe
FARTRY 15 CITED FOR EXTRAOMDINARY HEROISM 1N CONNECTION WITH MILITARY
OPLRATIONS AGAINSY 4 HOSTILE FOHGE AT THE LO K5 RUBBMNE PLANTADION,

BINRE DUCNG FROVINCE. ONF EH1J DATE, THE 20 BATTALION, 20TH INFANTRY

WAS ACCOMPLISHLAG IT5 NISSIOH OF BLOCKING A VIEr CumG MAIN SUIFLY

ROUTE WHen IT ; ATTACKSD FTROM FOUR 5IDES BY A VELL-B UIPPED AID
HIGHLY MOTIVATED REINFORCED VIET CONG RECIMENT. AT 0615 BOURS, BAT-
TALION ANBUSH PATROLS DISCOVZRED THE V.STLY AUPERIOR VIAT CONG FOUROE
MOVING IN TO ATTACK THE PATTALION, THESE PATROLS ALEATED THE BATTALION
\ND FOUGHET THEIR WAY BACE T0 THE PERINETENR, DISAUFTING THE INSURGENT
ATTACK AS THEY PID 50, AT 0630 THE RAINTORCED VIET CONO NEOIMENT
LAUNCEED FOUR FOMAUTL ATTACKS UNDEW THE COVER OF INTSH4E MOATAR, SMALL
ARME, AUTOMARIC wEAPONS, AND .50 CALIBAR MACHINE GUN FIRs, INITIAL
ATTACES CAME FROR THE FORTH AND NOMTHEAST NMD VERE MLIOVED BY ATWCES
FROR THS EAGT AND SOUTHEASY. wilH INDOMITABLE QOUAAMIE THE MEN OF Tk
BATTALION REPELLED Ml ATTACKS WITH DaVASTATIRG MOATAR, MACHINE GUN,
RITLE AND GAENADE FIRE. DESPITE THE FAST THAT FUMEROUS CLOOE AIR SUFFONT
STHIKES AND MASSIVE ARTILLENY FISE <0 CALLED IN ON Tika, THE VIEE COM
PERSIATED 1IN THEIR SUICIDAL ASSAULT OF THE BATTALION FOBLITLON FOR A
FERIOD OF OVER S5II HOURS. ALTHOUDGE THEY WERE RUNNING LOW O AMMUNITION,

THE MEN OF THE BATTALION DROYE OFF THE VIAT COMO NEDIMENT ARD '‘®m I




&

JITHOREW THEX PURSUED AND ATTACKED ITS REAR GUARD INFLIOTING FUSRTHER
CASUVALTIES ON THE REGIMENT. THE GALLANT SRAND OoF THE 2D BATTALIL iy

28TH INFANTRY RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF 550 VIET CONMG AND THE CAITURE

OF 7, WHILE SUSTAINING ONLY 26 CASUALTIES. IN ADDITION, A VAST

\UANTITY OF EQUIPMsNT, AMMUNITION AND WEAFONS, INGLUDING FOUR .%0
OF DOCUMENTS, COLNT \IHZKS, WEB E UIFMERT, CLOTHING ARD BLOODY B IDAGES

Ll

'OUND IN THE BATTLE AREA INDICATED THAT A VASTLY SUFERICR HOSTILE FORCE
HAD ATTACKED FOR OVER SIX HOURS AND HAD DEPARTED IN A ROUT. THE
CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND EXTAAORDINARY HEROLSN OF THE 20 BATTALIGH,
28TH INFANTRY 15 1IN EEEPING WITH THE FINEST TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY
SERVICE AND EEFLEGTS GREAT CREDIT UiON ALL WHO PAKTICIPATED IN THls

SIGNIFICART BATTLE,




